
"Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Dear audience,

["The mobile is ringing"]

The mobile, that is ringing is of course mine and who is calling is Tuija, Ms
Hyvönen, who is one of the coordinators.

The mobile is one of the devices,  which have changed during the time of
our generation and at the same changed the environment, (too).
When I was a child, and I suppose everybody of same age than me here in
this audience, the telefone was quite an important device on the table or on
the wall of a house. That was 50-60 years ago. 

Using the telephone was easy, you only turned the handle and the operator
answered and connected you to the number you wanted. If it was a long
distance call, you had to wait, sometimes even for several hours.

I don't wonder at all that some people / seniors do not want know anything
about modern communication technology.  I bought a new mobile this
month and it has so many different possibilties that I haven't even counted
them. Many of the possibilities I haven't tested or couldn't use anyways.

The mobile phone isn't the only information and communication system
that we must learn to use.  

We can learn through different routes: to learn to know different ICT tools
we can use different methods. One learning method is learning in a peer
group. 

Before I tell my experiences I wish to say some theoretical words of
learning

According to Wikipedia....

"A peer group is a social group consisting of people who are equal in such
respects as age, education or social class.[1] Members of a particular peer
group often have similar interests and backgrounds, bonded by the premise
of sameness[2]. However, some peer groups are very diverse, crossing social
divides such as socioeconomic status, level of education, race, culture, or
religion."



Finnish Professor Emeritus of communication Dr. Osmo A. Wiio in Helsinki
University says in his book ”Ymmärretäänkö sanomasi” (Do they
understand your message?). He talks about messages outside media, also the
news. He gives an example from three decades ago, in which private net
was faster than the official media. When John F. Kennedy, the president of 
USA, was shot in downtown Dallas, Texas everybody remembers, where they
were when they first heard of the assassination.

U.S. Media researchers began at once work out how news actually spread.
They found that the majority of USA and European citizens got the message
outside the official media. I see a similarity here with for example Twitter,
free social networking and microblogging service.

It's also proved that not so important news to the official media, spread
better privately. Innovative ideas are in fact born in free time during coffee
breaks and so on. 

I can't say, when I read or heard about peer groups for the first time for me,
personally. After I was diagnosed with this severe illness of Parkinson's
disease and made the personal choice of being open with it, I also found
peergroups. 

Information and communication research talk about different natures of
data. The understanding of the fact your own situation and your problems
are in fact not unique helps you to take information and learning you need
from many different places, for example literature. A peer group is at its
best is co-operation, not teaching. And of course we seniors have our
schedules, but studying in a peer group gives good results also because the
pace is slow. 
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