
Internet in My Everyday Life

Eira Mäkitalo

In 1985 we bought our first computer Commodore 64 to our son who was 12 years old. I did
not even touch the computer and I did not try to understand anything about it. Ten years later I
began to use a computer at work. I worked as a pharmacist in a little hospital. I just used the
medical programmes and there was no internet yet. Later when I got the internet, I ordered
medicines from the wholesalers by internet, but it was all I did with the computer at that time.

Three years ago when I got retired, I had an opportunity to take a course in data technology at
the college. Kari taught  me how to use the internet in everyday life.
Now I use email, internet and skype regularly. I can´t get along without those. I know how to
buy train tickets, flight tickets, and how to book  hotelrooms. 
Already for many years we have done our banking by internet. Life has become much easier
when you know how to use the computer.

I don´t like to sit very long time at the computer, because I want to do also everything else, too.
Physical exercise is very important to me. I have very serious arthrosis and the best medicine to
that is exercise. I like to study Spanish and this year I started a course at the college where we
make silver jewelry. It is very difficult but really interesting.

In Sebtember 2008 the hurricane Ike hit Texas, USA. My cousin Frances and her family live in
Galveston area in Texas They are very interested in their Finnish roots and we have met in
Finland and in Texas. When Ike came closer to Texas I was sitting many hours at the computer
and watching the Houston 24 hours News Live on-line news reports. 
The suspense was almost unbearable and I was so much afraid. Then I thougt that technology is
amazing. The morning after the hurricane had hit Texas and the situation was hopeless;
more than the half of Galveston town was destroyed and it took many months before residents
could return to their homes.

This experience affected me powerfully, because in Sebtember 2005, when hurricane Rita hit
Texas again I was there with my husband. Galveston was also evacuated then, because hurricate
Rita was going to hit Galveston. However, in the last moments Rita changed its direction and
there was only small damage to the town. About one hundred kilometers to the east in Port
Artur the damage was quite big.

Data technology has made our lives easier and has given us many ways to keep contact to our
distant friends. When I wrote a letter to Texas it took the letter one week to be there and it was
very expensive to use the telephone. I think that it was very useful to buy the computer to our
son, after all, he has now worked for Nokia mobile phones already ten years. He is designing
and testing mobile phones, which are nowadays almost like small computers. 


