
Mr Matti Lindroos 

I was absent from my English class last week. The reason was the fact that I traveled to Italy in an 

Active ICT project meeting. There were 3 students and 3 teachers from Sastamala in the meeting. 

The total number of participants were over 40 and from eight different countries. We students 

went by plane to Vienna, where we had time to look around the city about 7 hours and then we 

flew to Venice, from where we continued by train to Udine. In Udine we were 2 days and 3 nights. 

Then on Saturday morning we went by train to Venice , where we did some sightseeing for the 

whole day. The next morning we started flying again via Vienna to Finland. The journey was very 

rewarding. Two days we got to listen to English and other languages and eat quite enough of pasta 

too. I have not visited Italy before. The journey went very well without any big problems, only 

Maija's suitcase got broken on the way back. 

Some comments to the questions which were presented in the English class: 

Udine is about 100 kilometres from Venice to the north-east. The meeting was held there. There 

are about 100.000 people living in Udine. And the city is very old. There are a lot of old buildings. 

The conference was the second project meeting of the Sastamala project. It is about teaching ICT to 

seniors. There were students from Finland, Spain and Portugal there. The oldest student was an 81-

year-old lady from Portugal. 

The 8 countries participating in the meeting were: Finland, Spain, Portugal, Italy, Germany, Poland, 

Latvia and Romania. I am not yet agreed to an e-mail friend. It would be very interesting to have ‘an 

e-pal’ (e-mail pen pal) from some of these countries. 

Venice is a wonderful city. The Streets are very narrow and the buildings are partly in water. I think 

that Italy is more expensive than Finland. For example pasta cost with drinks 17 € for lunch and 

dinner. I am very pleased with the journey. One always learns something new. 

Very many thanks to the teachers Tuija, Pia and Kari for a well-organized conference trip to Udine. 

Special thanks also for a great travel company to my fellow senior students Maija and Esa. Esa was 

a wonderful guide and interpreter during the trip. He speaks Italian and has been to Venice before. 

http://activeict.posterous.com/minun-matkakertomukseni-my-travel-story 

  



Mrs Maija Vilppala 

A Conference Trip to Udine, Italy 

 On an early morning 25th of March 2009 we left Sastamala; Esa, Matti and I. It was very cold, 

sixteen degrees below zero. Our trip went well. In Vienna we went sighseeing. The first thing we 

saw was the memorial statue of fascism victims. This statue was really the first seeing when we got 

off the bus in Vienna central railway station. It is near Danube river and the bridge. Then we walked 

to Cathedral Sant Stefan and looked at it inside. Near the Cathedral there were horse-drawn 'taxis'. 

 We found another statue of Gutenberg. Do you remember the first printer of the Biblia – the 

Bible? We also visited Café Restaurant Gutenberg and had some wiener cutlet naturally with some 

Austrian beer. Gradually we returned back to the Vienna airport. There we took part in a local 

lottery with a Jaguar sports car as the first price. So you will recognise us, when you see us drive 

around in our new Jaguar in Sastamala. 

 Our connecting flight from Vienna was to Marco Polo airport in Venice. There we met our friends 

Tuija, Pia and Kari and travelled together to Udine by train. Late at night we arrived at our hotel San 

Giorgio of Udine. 

 After breakfast the next morning we walked to Universita delle LiberEta, the conference place. The 

days at the conference were very interesting. I was surprised to find that I understood English 

language which was the main language, the working language, at the conference. 

 For me was nice to be face to face with Massimo, my teacher of Spanish. We have connection with 

Skype every week. 

 Lunch was closeby in an old typically furnished Italian Bar & Restaurant. The service was very kind 

and the food was good and there was lots of it. 

 We students had a little free time and we enjoyed to watch flowers blossom in almond trees in the 

colours of pink, golden bushes and violet hedges. In Udine it was spring. We students of Sastamala 

went sightseeing in Udine on our own. We looked at old beautiful buildings and visited music and 

antique shops. In the last evening there was a guided tour of the City of Udine as well. Thank you 

Kristine for it! 

 On Saturday morning we left rainy Udine and went by train to Mestre and Venice. We enjoyed 

Venice very much. We visited San Marco Cathedral Marco and looked at PALAd`ORO, golden altar 

painting that has been painted over four hundred years. Our day went well looking around 

wonderful Venice. 

 On Sunday morning we said farewell to Mestre and Italy. It was again raining when we left. 

 Thank you to Universita delle LiberEta for the organization of the meeting. The trip was an 

excellent experience! 

 MV - 63 years, student of Sastamala Community College (SCC) 

http://activeict.posterous.com/a-conference-trip-to-udine-italy-my-travel-st  



 

Mr Esa Karjula 

Senior student's trip report of an ActiveICT project conference in Italy 

Scattered thoughts of Udine meeting 26.-27.4.2009 

I attended an international conference for the first time in my life. I enjoy the multi-national 

atmosphere, and meeting new people. The arrangements went well and everything was on 

schedule. The sightseeing walk in Udine was particularly interesting. There was one incident in a 

local church during the tour that was very unforgettable. An old lady came immediately to me and 

asked where were from and began then telling us about her dear church. I understood from her 

that there are only two statues in the world which have a stone veil over their face. After a moment 

a church worker joined the lady and me and continued telling about the church and showing us 

around. 

Our small group of students stayed happy and harmonious throughout the trip, so thank you to 

Matti and Maija for their good company. 

On Friday us students were given the morning off. We three vandered around Udine. It was great 

fun trying to find a music store in Italian (the friendly music store seller was originally from 

Volgograd, formerly Stalingrad). It was also great to visit a charming antiques store. 

Some complaints:  

Food was expensive and the price-quality ratio was only a dream. Also I think that the ending of the 

meeting was very lame. There was only one representative from our Italian host organisation 

present at the farewell dinner. There were no speeches, no toasts or nothing to lift the mood. 

Special thank you:  

The Spanish project coordinator and her troops impressed me a lot. I also participated in an 

improvisation Spanish lesson led by Ms Pilar Mollon, the coordinator. Actually, I would like to learn 

also Spanish. Especially if the teacher was the wonderful Pilar. 

EK – 62 years 

http://activeict.posterous.com/senioriopiskelijan-matkakertomus-activeict-ha 


