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Senior Citizens’ University
Jaume I University

Pilar Escuder
Roger Esteller

Jaume I University (UJI)

Jaume I University is a new public educational 
centre (founded in 1991)
We are in the City of Castellón but with great 
influence in its region (province)
15,000 young students 
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Senior Citizens’ University
The Senior Citizens’ University is a project within the UJI

The first academic course was in 1998/1999
Its main aims are social:

To foster greater participation of senior citizens in today’s society. 
To contribute to the process of adaptation to change that senior 
citizens face today.  
To facilitate an appropriate space for the interchange of knowledge
and experiences of a scientific and cultural order. 
To provide a forum giving scope to the possibilities of finding solutions 
aimed at successful intergenerational relationships.  
To make it possible for senior citizens to become aware of aspects of 
university life which, among other positive outcomes, may contribute to 
a better quality of life.

Senior Citizens’ University
Nowadays, there are more than 750 
students, of whom 180 live in rural 
areas.
We offer several subjects, they are 
from the humanities but also 
economics, law, phisics, mathematics, 
etc.
Also New Technology subjects are 
taught
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Senior Citizens’ University

We are sure that through education, senior 
citizens:

Adapt better to our always changing society
Feel more integrated in the community
Increase the social relationships, between seniors 
themselves and with other generations 
Improve their quality of life

We also create the environment and other 
activities to encourage all above

They are summarized in next few slides

Senior Citizens’ University

The degree has two parts
1st cycle: 3 years
2nd cycle: optional and 
continual 

Classes have been tough in 
towns in rural areas since 
2003/04 course
All are attending classes 
Our philosophy is to provide 
formal guided teaching that 
enables tutorship and 
guidance
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Academic activities outside the 
classrooms

Socio-cultural activities
exchanges
Visiting speakers
Research work

These subjects complement the classes

Extra-academic activities
Not all is teaching. Other activities include:

Choir
Theatre
Radio
Walking
a magazine
Web page publishing

These are not academic activities, but framed 
within the SCU.
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New Technologies

SCU is very involved 
in the use of NT for 
seniors

With classes
Promoting their use
Research
Activities (conferences 
and workshops)

New Technology Classes
Classes in Castellón: 

34 sessions of 1.5 hours each
Computer skills and Internet

3 levels: basic, intermediate, 
advanced

Computer office tools
Word processor, presentation, 
database and spreadsheet

196 registrations of 183 different 
students

In the rural areas
12 sessions of 1.5 hours each
2 different levels
81 registrations
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The SCU web site

On average it had 780 
pages served/day during 
2007/2008 course 
In was changed in October 
2008 to facilitate student 
participation
It is used for:

Class material
Activities announcements
Photo Album
Forum
Technological mail-list

Research

SCU is also involved in research into 
the area of education, adults and NT
This effort has resulted in articles, 
books, manuals and projects.
This has led to a higher didactic and 
pedagogical skills and more diverse 
courses and suitable courses and 
activities.
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Participation in society

Access to web 1.0 has been successfully 
reached (at least in the SCU)

High rate of e-mail use (60% - 80 %)
Ability to surf the net

Web 2.0 allows people to participate in society
Younger people are beginning to use it widele
Is this new virtual world ignoring adults?

First of all we have to bring this technology into 
our own house. 

Situations to solve
Students have questions, or simply they want to share comments

Why not use the forum for this?
Students want to explain what activities they do. Others want to
participate

Why not publish in the blog? Why not comment on blog?
More and more, students make digital photos, write stories, talk
about what they do in the SCU, even make videos.

Why not become authors themselves ?
Adults in rural areas are specially interested in TIC to get in touch

Why not to be connected and related with others like in a virtual 
campus?
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Present situation

Barriers
Lack of knowledge or 
learning
Fear
Technical difficulties
Disinterest

Possible solutions
Classes, courses, 
manuals.
Practice
Making interface easier
Information

Objectives

Society is using internet not only to get to webpages or 
communicate, also to participate (blog, video) and 
defend their interests. New ways of group collaboration 
are emerging (e.g. wikis, virtual campus, social 
networks)
We do not want to force all students to become active 
users of the web 2.0 tools, but we want them to at least 
be aware of these possibilities, and if they wish, they can 
use them for their own benefit.
In this learning partnership we want to develop a 
strategy to achieve this aim


