
 1

 

 

Volkshochschule Lingen gGmbH (VHS) 

Volkshochschulen / Folk High Schools in 
Germany 
The concept of Folk High Schools originally came from the Danish writer, poet, 
politician and pastor Nikolaj Frederik Severin Grundtvig (1783 – 1872). His "folk high 
school" concept was based on the idea that education must be available to all citizens 
throughout life and should encompass not only knowledge but also civic responsibility, 
personal and cultural development. 

Today these kind of schools are spread all over Germany and they usually provide non-
graded courses for adults. 

 

  

Volkshochschule Lingen gGmbH 

Mission Statement 
We are the local number one provider of adult education. Founded in 1946 to support 
the educational needs of working men and women who had already finished school, we 
have maintained our commitment to provide access to education and learning and offer 
a wide range of courses for all ages from all backgrounds.  

 

Our trademark is the wide variety of courses and services to both the young and old, 
within their local area and at prices they can afford. Due to the many expert tutors and 
teachers we are able to offer flexible, client-orientated and relevant courses, as our 
clients’  feedback indicates.   
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A great importance is attached to the close collaboration with other adult education 
centres and local, national and international institutions.  

Our mission aims to provide a friendly open environment in which everyone can pursue 
his/her learning and training interests, for personal, employment and community 
enrichment. 

 

Our profile  
• Each semester we offer more than 1,000 courses and activities within Lingen 

(Ems) and its 5 municipalities to about 100,000 people of which more than 15,000 
people attend our courses. 

• We dispose of 4 buildings within Lingen and can use numerous schools, 
gymnasia, community centres, cultural centres, etc. 

• We employ 30 permanent employees and about 300 freelancers. 

• Our project “Literacy and Elemantary Education” aims to provide those who have 
previously missed out on education. 

• We make our own radio programmes and broadcast them on our local radio 
station “Ems-Vechte-Welle” on a regular basis. 

• We also provide vocational training and are acknowledged by the Chamber of 
commerce and Industry and the Chamber of Agriculture Lower Saxony. At the 
moment 20 young people – above all socially disadvantaged and slow learners – 
are being trained in five differents profession. 

• Our education centre for information and communication technology (short b.i.t.) 
is a Microsoft-certified training centre which offers computer courses at all levels 
at competitive prices.Courses on offer 
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A brief overview of our courses and activities 

• Local History and Geography 

• Politics 

• Economy and Pedagogy 

• Literacy and Numeracy  

• 14 Foreign Languages at various levels 

• German as a second language (especially for immigrants) 

• various Arts courses 

• preparatory classes for school exams (second-chance education) 

• vocational education  

• training courses leading to qualification (in-house or external) 

• Information Technology 

A detailed overview of all available VHS training courses can be found on the Internet 
http://www.vhs-lingen.de or in our course catalogue which is published twice a year and 
can be ordered free of charge from our administration. Furthermore, it is available in all 
major shops and centres.  

Former EU-Grundtvig Learning Partnerships 

1. 2002 – 2004 - New confidence in E-Learning 
Focus on building e-confidence among European citizens and getting information 
of the e-learning process of learners and persons involved in providing e-learning 
opportunities for adults. 
 

2. 2004 – 2006 - Let’s go for IT! Learning English to start going forward into 
intereuropeantravel 
Promoting language learning among adult learners by introducing them to 
attractive and up-to-date means of cross-border communication. 
 

3. 2004 – 2006 - BELL – Bringing E-Learning to Life 
Increase teachers’ technology competence and thus influence their plans for 
integrating technology into their classroom practices 
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Information and Computer Technology 

 

General information 

In 1985 our first Information Technology Centre was established. Since then the 
number and range of computer courses has been continously increasing. Today we 
provide about 130 computer courses per term.  

Tailor-made computer courses and IT qualifications are being developed to ensure that 
everyone is included in the learning process, from kids, women and over 50s. 
Customised courses for employees can even be held in-house 

Computer related projects 

• A fully equipped computer room suitable for self-teaching 

• Telecenter – an online course targeted at women jobseekers. The course imparted 
knowledge of wordprocessing, spreadsheet and html-programming. 

• E-Learning Academy – Online courses which are supervised and instructed by 
specially trained e-moderators. 

• Computer literacy for jobseekers. 

Current situation in older people’s use of computers 

Older people are an important and growing sector of population, of whom the numbers 
who use computers or have access to them are increasing rapidly. Although they are 
becoming more and more conscious of the new technologies, they still find it difficult to 
use a computer. Only a small number of seniors attend computer courses. 

Of those who attend our courses we know that sometimes they get into difficulties as 
they do not understand certain terms or which button to touch. At home they find it too 
complicated as they often feel left alone with their problems. They do not want to 
bother other people. Furthermore, bad news like warnings about phishing e-mails which 
steal your identity and commit fraud frightens them a lot. 

But on the other hand they are very motivated. Some of them want to stay in touch with 
their friends and family via the internet or merely want to train their brain. 

Overview of computer courses developed and offered to 
seniors 

• Are you too old to use the computer?  
Learners are given a brief overview on how a computer works and how to use the 
mouse. After that they are taught basic word-processing skills. A brief 
presentation of the Internet is optional whereas the focus should be on a well-
directed information search. 

• Advanced computer course 
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This course is offered for seniors who already have attended the above-mentioned 
course or come up with the respective basic computer skills. Learners’ knowledge 
will be expanded, and if of interest they are provided with the opportunity of 
going into more detail regarding well-directed information search on the internet. 

These courses take place in small groups over seven consecutive weeks, once a week 
for two to three hours. 

Furthermore, we offer several one-time internet courses where the focus is on special 
topics like “Travel”, “Shopping”, “Health”, “Finances”, and “Internet Security”. 

Conclusion 

In order to include seniors more effectively, we have to find out more about their needs 
and requirements.   

So what keeps older people from attending computer classes? What can we do to 
overcome their inhibitions? How can we address them effectively in order to increase 
the number of seniors in our computer courses? What kind of courses and applications 
are relevant for them? How do other organisations reduce these fears? 

Hoped-for benefits from this Learning Partnership 

In this Learning Partnership we would like to exchange ideas on how to identify and 
assess older learners’ fears and remove these barriers to enhance their acceptance of 
ICT. We would like to develop effective teaching methods that help older people to get 
an impression of the benefits of using electronic information by sharing experiences and 
best practices with the organisations of this Learning Partnership. 

A side effect of this project could be an exchange of views and enhanced awareness and 
participation in European matters. 

 


